
1392–1910: The Joseon dynasty, 
considered the Korean Renaissance, 
is the last and longest-lived Korean 
dynasty. Founded in the fourteenth 
century, it lasted for approximately six 
centuries

1910: Korea is formally annexed by the 
Japanese Empire. The colonial period 
begins, which lasts through three 
phases: military rule, cultural rule, and 
mobilization for war from 1939.

1945: Korea is liberated from Japan at the end 
of World War II. The United States and the 
USSR retain their respective occupations of 
North and South Korea, aiming to create a 
Korean state aligned with their foreign policies. 
The South is later declared the Republic of 
Korea (ROK), while the North is established as 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK).

1960: President Syngman Rhee steps down amid 
student uprisings and accusations of electoral fraud.

1961: General Park Chung-hee comes to power 
through a military coup. He later becomes 
president of South Korea in 1963.

1972: President of South Korea Park Chung-hee’s 
power increases through constitutional changes; he 
declares martial law.

1970: Kim’s work is presented 
in a solo exhibition at the 
influential Muramatsu Gallery 
in Tokyo.

1979: President Park Chung-hee is assassinated.

2020: Kim’s second major career 
retrospective, Kim Chong Hak, opens at 
the Busan Museum of Art. 

2024: Gallery Hyundai opens People are 
Flowers, the first exhibition of Kim’s work 
devoted to his portraits; most of the one 
hundred forty-three works on display had 
never been shown. 
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1980: General Chun Doo-hwan takes power, closes 
universities, bans political activity, and declares martial 
law, leading to the Gwangju Uprising on May 18, a 
landmark in the struggle for South Korean democracy. 
While there is no universally agreed upon number of 
victims, it is estimated that hundreds to thousands of 
protestors were murdered by the South Korean military 
during the uprising.

1981: General Chun is made president for a 
single, seven-year term through indirect election 
while freedoms are severely restricted.

1981: Kim begins teaching in the Department of 
Art Education in the College of Education at 
Kangwon National University.

1985: In Seoul, Gallery Won opens a 
solo exhibition of Kim’s work 
exhibiting his watercolors on hanji 
paper. Kim acquires the nickname 
“painter of colors.”

1986: Kim’s works are shown at Gallery YEH in Seoul in the 
first exhibition of his paintings of Seoraksan. Kim donates 
approximately three hundred objects to the National 
Museum of Korea including Joseon-era woodenware and 
scholar furniture, which he collected over two decades.

1987: President Chun is pushed out; General Roh 
Tae-woo succeeds him.

1988: Seoul hosts the Olympic Games. The first free 
parliamentary elections are held.

1993: Kim Young-sam becomes the first freely elected 
civilian president of South Korea.

2000: A summit is held in Pyongyang between Kim Jong-il 
and President Kim Dae-jung; South Korea gives amnesty to 
more than 3,500 North Korean prisoners, and one hundred 
North Koreans meet their relatives in South Korea in a 
charged, emotional reunion.

2006: Kim makes a ten-day trip to the United States and 
visits Glacier National Park, Yosemite National Park, and 
Point Lobos State Natural Reserve. 

2011: The National Museum of Modern and Contemporary 
Art, Korea, organizes a large-scale retrospective exhibition of 
Kim’s work.

2015: Kim Chong Hak: A Key to 
Creation opens at the Seoul 
Museum of Art’s Living Arts 
Museum featuring Kim’s 
collection of woodenware. Over 
three hundred Korean folk art 
objects are shown.

2007: Passenger trains cross the North-South 
Korea border for the first time in fifty-six years.

2010: South Korea breaks off all trade with the North after a 
North Korean torpedo sinks naval ship Cheonan in March. 
Pyongyang cuts all diplomatic ties with Seoul.

2013: South Korea’s first female president, Park Geun-hye, 
takes office. She is impeached three years later. Tensions 
between North and South Korea escalate. 

2018: Kim Jong-un becomes the first North Korean leader to enter the South 
when he meets President Moon Jae-in for talks at the Panmunjom border 
crossing. They agree to end hostile actions and work toward reducing nuclear 
arms on the peninsula.

1986: The South Korean constitution is changed 
to allow for the direct election of the president. 

1950: North Korea invades South Korea, 
starting the Korean War.

1953: The Korean War ends with an 
armistice agreement, but the peninsula 
remains divided. The war cost two 
million lives; to this day, there is no 
formal peace treaty between North and 
South Korea.

1948: To avoid the First Purge by the 
communist government in North Korea, Kim’s 
family crosses the 38th parallel, which serves 
as an approximate line of division between the 
north and south. Kim recalls the night they took 
a train from Sonchon to leave his childhood 
home as the saddest day of his life.

1960: The 1960 Fine Artist Association is 
founded by graduates of Seoul National 
University and Hongik University, including 
Kim Chong Hak. Kim makes his artistic 
debut through the group’s exhibition held on 
the walls of Deoksugung Palace in 
opposition to the National Exhibition.  

1950: Kim’s family leaves their home once 
again and moves to Daegu from Seoul. 
Amid the horrors of an ongoing war, Kim 
learns about the life of Vincent van Gogh 
and the world of European art in school.

1956: After graduating from 
Kyunggi High School, Kim is 
admitted to the Department of 
Painting at the College of Fine 
Arts at Seoul National University.

1959: Kim joins the Korean Army and serves 
in the First Infantry Division based in 
Hwacheon, Gangwon-do.

1937: Kim Chong Hak is born in Sinuiju, a 
city now considered part of the North 
Pyongan Province of North Korea.

1938: The Governor-General of Korea 
enacts Sōshi-kaimei, a policy of forced 
assimilation that is still considered an act of 
cultural genocide. Under this policy, Koreans 
are coerced to adopt Japanese-style names, 
relinquish their land to Japanese settlers, 
speak only Japanese, and worship Shinto.

1962: After graduating with a BFA from Seoul 
National University, Kim takes part in the Actuel 
collective’s inaugural exhibition.

1964: Kim’s first solo exhibition is held at 
the Press Center Seoul.

1966: Kim is included in the Fifth Tokyo 
International Print Biennale and wins a prize 
for two abstract woodblock prints, becoming 
the first Korean artist awarded at an 
international competition.

1968: Kim begins lecturing at Hongik University and 
becomes the youngest artist to show in the Korean 
Modern Paintings exhibition at the National Museum of 
Modern Art in Tokyo, Japan.

1975: Kim is included in the 24th National 
Exhibition. He travels through Europe for a 
month and sees artworks by Anselm Kiefer, 
Pierre Soulages, and other contemporary 
European artists for the first time. 

1978: Kim is included in the exhibition Korean 
Artists in the American East at the Asian 
Cultural Center in New York.  

1977: Kim enrolls as a student of 
graphic arts at Pratt Institute (Pratt 
Graphic Art Center) and moves to 
New York City. 

1979: Kim returns to South 
Korea and moves to Sokcho, a 
northeastern city near 
Seoraksan National Park.

1987: Kim has multiple large-scale solo exhibitions, and art critic Lee 
Kyung-sung proclaims his flower paintings as “Kim Chong Hak Style.” 

1989: The National Museum of Korea displays 
Kim’s gift of wooden furniture in Wood Crafts of 
Chosŏn, Kim Chong Hak Collection.

1994: Kim has his first solo 
exhibition at Johyun Gallery in Busan.

1998: Gallery Hyundai in Seoul holds a major 
solo exhibition of Kim’s work.

2016: The exhibition Vital 
Resonance opens at Johyun 
Gallery in Busan and 
highlights Kim’s spiritual 
relationship with nature and 
its energy.

1998: Kim Dae-jung is sworn in as president 
of South Korea and pursues a “sunshine 
policy” that provides economic and 
humanitarian aid to North Korea.

2004: Four Seasons of Mount Seorak opens 
at Gallery Hyundai, featuring Kim’s paintings 
of the Seoraksan landscape. The exhibition 
Folk Arts and Crafts: The Kim Chong Hak 
Collection features Kim’s collection of wood 
furniture, antiques, and folk art objects at 
Kumho Gallery. 

2025: The first American museum exhibition dedicated to the work of 
Kim Chong Hak opens at the High Museum of Art.

.




